
                                                                                     CITY OF CAWKER CITY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
                                                                                         July 9, 2025 – 7:30 p.m.
MUNICIPAL BUILDING-CAWKER CITY, KS




Work Session-Sign off on bills:
Mayor Doug Bader called the regular council meeting to order
ROLL CALL:  Jake Wise, Teresa Cobb, Steve McMillan, Colleen Eberle & Carl Suter
CITY EMPLOYEES PRESENT: Denelle Mick, Charles Gullion, Jo Biddle & City Attorney Martin
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
CONSENT AGENDA:   J. Wise made the motion to approve the minutes from June 11 regular council meeting & June 18 special council meeting.  C. Suter seconded   Motion carried 5 AYES   
C. Suter made a motion to approve Claims Ord. 1571A.   S. McMillan seconded Motion carried 5 AYES
C. Suter made a motion to approve payment of Invoice #5223 NCRPC-KWO grant administration fees.  J. Wise seconded Motion carried 5 AYES
PERMIT APPLICATIONS:  C. Suter made a motion to approve the building permit for B. Wilson-metal building C. Eberle seconded Motion carried 5 AYES C. Suter made a motion to approve the sidewalk permit for Methodist church.  C. Elberle seconded Motion carried 4 AYES (J. Wise abstained) J. Wise made a motion to approve the carport permit for Les Shields.  S. McMillan seconded Motion carried 5 AYES J. Wise made a motion to approve the fence permit for Bill Brummer that had been tabled from the previous meeting.  Discussion on subject was regarded as a misunderstanding and the issue should be taken care of by the property owners.  Discussion on length of permits was discussed.  All permits are good for 6 months and after a new permit is required.  C. Suter seconded Motion carried 5 AYES J. Wise made a motion to approve the fence & sidewalk permit for Kelly Campbell.  S. McMillan seconded   Motion carried 5 AYES J. Wise made a motion to approve the livestock permit for Allen DePoy (chickens).  S. McMillan seconded Motion carried 5 AYES
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Rocky Roth – Youth golf, Bill & Pam Brummer, Linda Clover, Jean Brummer, Ginger Thull & Kathy Webster – Dream Big committee
Rocky Roth & Steve McMillan thanked the city for waving the golf fees for the youth golf program and gave a brief report.  Consensus of council was that they hoped that the program continued and they were glad everything worked out.
Ginger Thull spoke about the Ball of Twine building and QR codes that they would like to do at the location promoting the history of the Ball of the Twine.  Bill Brummer gave an update on the condition of the structure over the ball of Twine.  They presented cost for installing a new under ceiling.  Council asked questions and thanked the committee for coming and doing their presentation. S. McMillan council representative for the Dream Big program stated that all the projects would be reviewed at the August meeting and a decision would be made at that time.
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:    Attorney Martin had requested copies of the current employee agreement for training that the city was paying for.   He reviewed it with council and made several suggestions.  The council agreed with the update and asked the attorney to draw up new agreements with the corrections.
CITY EMPLOYEES REPORT:                                                                                                                                                                                         C. Gullion:  Gullion reported on CDL training and costs.  Consensus was at this time to wait and get other employee training first.   Gullion stated that some tree removal needs to be done on 1st street.  Until trees are removed grading the street is difficult.   Council asked Gullion to get quote and report at the meeting on July 16.  Gullion reviewed street repairs for the summer. He will be doing 25 blocks of street resurfacing see attachment at city office.
D.  Mick:  The council reviewed the two quotes from June meeting for updating of computers.  J. Wise made a motion to purchase to computers from Jessy Bliss for a total of $3,060.00.  C. Suter seconded Motion carried 5 AYES   Clerk Mick presented a letter from a resident asking for water reimbursement due to replanting of grass after storm drain project.  Consensus of council was that the city would not be reimbursing water costs.   Clerk Mick asked council to review the current sewer rates.  Discussion was on costs of repairing the sewer lift stations.   Clerk Mick asked to raise the set sewer rate by $3.00 starting with the September utility billing cycle.    Council asked Attorney Martin to draw up the new sewer ordinance and present at the August meeting. Clerk Mick asked the council to address the issue of the city clerk use of her personal cell phone.  Consensus of the council was to purchase a cell phone for the office to be used for all notifications to do city business. 
J. Biddle:  Biddle reminded council about the Capital Improvement meeting on July 16 at 7:00.     
NEW BUSINESS:
1. J. Wise made a motion to approve the donation of $500.00 to the community club for food stand at the picnic.  C. Suter seconded Motion carried 5AYES
2. Consensus of council was to exceed the revenue neutral rate on the 2026 budget.  The budget hearing will be held at 7:00 on September 10, 2025.  Council asked about the amount budgeted to the parks & recreation fund.  Clerk Mick stated that the amount is an estimate from the state coming from the alcohol tax, which the amount received is split between general fund and parks and recreation according to state rules
3. The council was addressed about the concerns of the motorized bikes and scooters.  They asked that a notice be sent out on our notification system in regards to the issues. 
4. The council was advised about two illegal dumping that was done at the tree burn site.  The individual was identified and the code enforcement officer delivered a notice and advised them of the fine for the illegal dumping.  The fine is $250.00 and if not paid on time the individual was advised it would be taken to court and court fees would be added to the fine.   
5. Uniform contract was discussed and Clerk Mick advised council that the service in the last 6 months had been terrible and felt that canceling the contract would be beneficial to the City.  She suggested that the city purchase t-shirts and pants for the current full-time employees.  They asked her to present prices at the August meeting.
6. J. Wise made a motion to add Logan Roenne & Hunter Kirgis to the fire department.  C. Suter seconded.   Motion carried  5 AYES
7. S. McMillan made a motion to add Teresa MacKay to the library board replacing Radonna Carver.  C. Eberle seconded Motion carried 5 AYES                                    
9:10 p.m. – J. Wise made a motion to go into executive session for non-elected personnel with all city employees and attorney present for 15 minutes.    S. McMillan seconded   Motion carried 5 AYES
9:20 p.m. – J. Wise made a motion to return to regular session.   C. Eberle seconded Motion carried 5 AYES   NO ACTION
9:25p.m. – J. Wise made a motion to go into executive session for non-elected personnel with Clerk Mick and attorney present for 15 minutes.  T. Cobb seconded   Motion carried   5AYES
9:30 p.m. – S. McMillan made a motion to return to regular session.  C. Suter seconded Motion carried 5 AYES NO ACTION
9:35 p.m. – J. Wise made a motion to increase Jo Biddle wage scale to $17.50 October 1, 2025 and to $20.00 on January 1, 2026 as she assumes full time city clerk position    C. Suter seconded   Motion carried 5 AYES

9:35– J. Wise made a motion to adjourn.  C. Eberle seconded   Motion carried 5 AYES
Approved:
City Clerk:
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